98 A. _ Dressier. MesoamencanOrocnig Novelties 4, Habanana

Habenaria mediocris Dressler. sp. nov,
Type: Panama, Chirigqui: Llanos del Voledn, in rocky grassland, flowers pale green, lip
vellowish: 16 July 1979, R L Dressler 3845 tholotvpe, MO,

Flunrg berbacea, terrestris; foliis vaginanis, ad mediun coulis feviter adscendeniig,
faaitnd eliipeica vel lineari-lanceolara: hraciets canlingy ovato-lanceolaiiz, ovario cum
pedicelo 12-13 nun longo, leviter carinato vel alato, floribus palide vietdibas vel
viride lavis: sepalo postico ovate, cucillate, obtuso: sepalis lateralibus obfiguis, ovaio-
sariceafariss petalis hipartitis, partitione posreriore falcaia; labello 3-lobato, necrario
claveare, 1 3-15 mm tonpo
Herbaceous, terrestnial, 10-20 cm tall: roots 1-1.5 mm in diameter. tubers ovoid or
oblomg, [2-18 x 8-10 mm: leaves 3-4 at midstem. somewhat ascending, the bases
sheathing, blades ellipue o lance-linear, acute. 4-3.5 x 0.8-1.3 cm; wllorescence
terminal, peduncular bracts 1-4, lanceolate, 18-50x 3-7 mm. raceme 3-6 cm: floral hraces
vvale-ianceolate. acominate, 11-17 % 45 mm: ovary and pedicel 12-13 mm. ovary
shightly keeled or winged; Mowers pale green or yellowish green: dorsal sepal ovate,
cocullate, obtuse, apiculate, 4.5-5 1 3.5-4 mm: lateral sepals asymmetrically lance-
ovate, acute, apiculate, 5-0 x 2.3-2.7 mm; petals hilobed, the dorsal lobe falcate, oblong,
suhobtuse 4-5 x 13-1.5 mm: ventral lobe tapering. 2.5-3 x 0.5 mm: hip three-lobed.
fateral lobes figulate. 2253 005 mim. mudlobe oblong. 4 ¢ 1.5 mm: the margins recurved.
spur 12-15 min. clavate; column ca. 2 mm,

This Panamanian plam (s Schlechter’s comments quoted above. It 15 a mediom-
smmall. greemish-fowered plant whose most nearly distinctive feature is the presence of
shihtwimes on the ovary, which have caosed some plants wo be labelled as M. alaia Hook.,
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Figure 2. A, B, C. I}, B, Habenaria mediocris {(Dressler 4845, A, Flower. B, Perianth parts,
flattened. . Anther, front view. C. Anther. side view. E. Pollinaris.

a4 species with a simple lip. Though this gpecies is virtnally without distinctive features
tthus the epithet mediocrs), itis guite unlike any other species known in our area. [Lmay
well have an earlier name in South America, but 1 am unable to find one.

Paratypes: Panama. Chirigui: Llanos del Volcdn, 1500 m, 14 Sept. 1976, C. Luer &
H Burcher 1226 (SELY, Recent lava flow between Volcan and Bambito, elev. 1700 m.
BU48 N, B2Y35"W. 24 July 1985, G de Nevers with § Charnley 6072 iMO). Llanos
Francia. aft. 3300 f1.. near Boguete. 25 July 1959, W. L. Stern, K. L Chambers, J. D
Dwyer, [ E Ebmger 1108 (FLAS), Verazuas, 18 km, W of Las Minas, 5 sude of Cerro
Alte Higo, 2400-3000 t1. N slope of Cerro Alto Higo (El Montoso), 7 Aug. 1978, H
Hamme! 4322 (MO,



